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The narratives

Nepal History
1900-1947

The times and life of
Maharajah Jodha Shumshere

Maharajah Jodha Shumshere
1932













Maharajah Jodha Shumshere
Announces his dimission
and leaves to live as a Sanyasi.
He travels to Ridi with his 
elephant.

Jodha Shumshere
as Sanyasi in Ridi.
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Thirteen years 
among the
Wild Beats of India

Their haunts and habits from 
personal observation
with an account of the modes of 
capturing and taming elephants.

G.P. Sanderson

1879

















Cemetery (Archive Works)
Research Part 1

Nepal History
1900-1947

King George V Hunting visit to the 
Teraï, Nepal 1911
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The Locations

Nepal/India
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The Characters

Nepal/India
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Parallel Imaginaries

“I believe it because
I want to believe it”
Robert Conway

Lost Horizon













































Elephant sound recordings
Elephant Listening project

“You appreciate the value of 
silence when you watch elephants 
at night...
Every animal in the herd listens 
when the herd is listening. 
To use silence so well: if I could 
choose for people one attribute of 
elephants, I’d choose this.”
Katy Payne
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Sound 
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Tarzan the Ape Man (1932)
director: W.S. Van Dyke
100 min

Cemetery of elephants
Mutia Escarpment.

“It’s beautiful. Solemn and beautiful. 
We shouldn’t be here.”
Jane Parker 
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Chang 
A Drama of the Wilderness 
(1927)

director: Merian C. Cooper
Ernest B. Schoedsack
69 min

Elephant Stampede “Elephants. Neither men nor 
animal. What are those strange 
walking trees?”
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Elephant Boy (1937)
directors: Robert J. Flaherty
Zoltan Korda
80 min

Elephant Dance “The elephant folks will know their 
master, because he has seen their 
dances in their hidden places.
The gods of the jungle are witness”
Machua Appa

























Cemetery
The Film

The film traces the journey of an 
elephant and his mahout to a 
sacred hidden cemetery.

A film about death, reincarnation, 
immortality, where Hindu and 
Buddhist traditions collide. 
A film about memory, colonialism, 
discovery, loss, the unmapped, 
the lost world. 

A road film on elephants, a sound 
oriented film guided by a mo-
nologue voice over, the amazing 
sounds of the jungle and a deep 
sound research related to the 
sonic language of the elephants.
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The Notebook

This note book features 
The first part of a research 
developed for a future film
about a cemetery of elephants.

This first part of the research 
features some of the first key lines 
and threads of the project as well 
as the audiovisual research that 
will shape the future film. 
All this material is inspirational 
and will be a source for the deve-
lopment of the film.

The material contained in this 
book is an ongoing research, 
which will be presented in diffe-
rent festivals and galleries around 
the world.

The Archive Works are an ongoing 
experiment with classic source 
material, and any other form of 
archival footage, from films to 
photographic archives,
from sound to written archives.

The Sound research project 
is develop with Ariel Guzik.
The Field recordings will be 
developed with Chris Watson.
The Requiem project is being 
developed with Sebastian Escofet.

The sound research of Cemetery
is being developed in collaboration 
with the Elephant Listening 
project, with special thanks to 
Katy Payne.

Audiovisual Experiments

The audiovisual pieces presented 
in Netmage are Part of the 
research is actually experimenting 
with archive film material as visual 
and sound matter,the research is 
based on classic adventure films, 
documentaries,
Lost World literature adaptations 
and exotic adventure films from 
the 30´s, 40´s, 50´s, 60´s,
the golden period of adventure 
film. This archive works are expe-
rimental notes of some of the
techniques and visions that will 
inhabit the film, they represent a 
new approach to sound and ima-
ge. An overwhelming experiment 
with the audiovisual matter.

1.Stampede_CHANG 01:34
2.Symphonie_CHANG 04:23
3.Exotica_CHANG 02:57
4.Elephant cage_CHANG 01:20
5.Chasing Elephants_CHANG 
2:25
6.Fire_CHANG 00:41
7. The hunt_Elephant boy 05:48
8. Recruitment of elephants_Ele-
phant boy 01:41 
9. Elephant dance_ Elephant 
boy 06:45
10.Elephant Journey_Elephant 
boy 11:09
11. Elephant shower_Elephant 
boy 06:10
12.Cemetery_Tarzan
13.Mutia Escarpment_Tarzan
16.intro Jungle_Jungle book 
05:32
17.Jungle Fire_ Jungle book 
02:57
18.Sheerkhan_Jungle book 

Cemetery (Archive works)
by Carlos Casas
is available on Von Archives
as a DVD release.
VON009 DVD
Vonarchives.com
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